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Never, said Abdul Hamid, had he been so happy as he
was at this moment, as a constitutional ruler, surrounded
by the elected Representatives of his children. All the
deputies kissed his hand, and some wept. Others said that
not since the days of the Prophet had the Caliph been so
close to his people.

But never had Abdul Harnid been more dangerous.

Exactly how and by whom the Counter-Revolution of
April 1909 was instigated, remains a problem tangled in
a double plot. Yildiz Kiosk was implicated, for the Sul-
tan's tobacco-cutter, Mustapha, confessed as much after
his master's deposition. But across the plans of the Palace
ran the manoeuvres of the Committee. Up to the be-
ginning of 1909 the Young Turks had made use of
Liberal idealism in order to impress foreign observers ;
but now they felt that brotherly love and bouquets of
roses were not enough : a little blood-letting was required
in Turkey.

The Sultan had to go : smooth words would not stop
his intrigues: he was still conspiring against them : he had
brains, experience, prestige on his side ; but if he were
given enough rope . . .

Early in 1909, straws indicated that the wind was
apparently blowing in Abdul Hamid's favour. Priests,
out-of-work spies, cashiered officers and disappointed
place-men spread rumours that the Government was in
the hands of pagans and that the Commander of the
Faithful was powerless. The establishment of the Girls*
High School at Candilli was a case in point : had good
Father Hamid been a free agent, said the reactionaries,
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